
St. Edmund’s  
Prep School



Welcome to St. Ed’s Prep School

Our Prep School is a lively, engaging and exciting place to be.  Charlie Chaplin once said, “a day without 
laughter is a day wasted”, a quote that sits well within the bustling corridors of the school.  

St. Ed’s is committed to celebrating childhood and allowing everyone the opportunity to give anything and 
everything a go.  Our vibrant and creative curriculum combined with our small teaching groups, exceptional 
pastoral care and stunning rural Surrey location, result in our children feeling motivated, nurtured, inspired 
and encouraged to learn and grow. 

We recognise that to a child, nothing is more disappointing than missing an opportunity or the chance to 
try something new; for the children in our prep school, every day is full of opportunity and we are here to 
make sure they do not miss it.

Please do visit us.  Many visitors comment on the indefinable “feel” of the school, its very own special 
atmosphere and unique ethos.  This brochure can only paint a picture; the children will tell you the full story!

 ST. EDS PREP 3

“Going to school at St. Ed’s is just like being part of a really big happy family.” 
Current Form 4 Pupil



Inspirational Teaching & Curriculum 
All schools claim that their teachers are innovative and inspiring – at St. Edmund’s, our teaching staff go that 
extra mile to ensure that every pupil achieves their very best.  With excellent facilities, specialist subject 
teachers who love their subject and relish every opportunity to enrich a child’s learning experience, and a 
truly rounded approach to teaching children, St. Ed’s Prep school is a fantastic and fun place for your child 
to enjoy their educational journey.

It is not just about learning facts and figures, or indeed trying things for the first time; we help our girls 
and boys to develop resilience, curiosity, flexibility, risk-taking and self-motivation, character traits that will 
stand them in good stead for senior school and beyond.  

Children in Forms 3 and 4 spend much of their timetable with their Form Teacher, with Art, DT, Music and 
sport being taught by our specialist subject teachers – in fact the opportunity to move around the school 
to different classrooms and teachers is one of the main highlights for our children when they reach Form 
3!  The other top highlight is the chance of choosing their own lunch – it’s all about the simple things in 
life when you’re 7 years old!  The introduction of ability based setting across all subject areas commences 
in Form 5, where our children each has their own tailored timetable with all of their lessons taught by 
specialist teachers.  One of the great benefits of having both a Prep and Senior school on the same campus 
is that our prep children have the incredible advantage of being taught by GCSE/A Level qualified specialist 
staff who are truly inspirational and passionate about their subjects.
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Unrivalled Pastoral Care
Our pupils’ happiness and wellbeing is of paramount importance to us.  We firmly believe that a happy, 
secure, confident child can make excellent progress in all spheres of their school life which is why we 
ensure a consistent and effective approach to our pastoral care throughout the school.  

For children in Forms 3 and 4, their Form Teachers are their first point of call for any pastoral concerns 
with Heads of Year offering additional support.  Together they are pivotal in providing all-round care for our 
prep school pupils, acting as a liaison between children, parents and school staff.  Our prep school Form 
teachers dedicate much of their form time to the personal wellbeing and development of their pupils.

For children in Forms 5 and 6, these qualities are effectively supported by our tutorial system where our 
pupils’ designated tutors are always on hand to listen and to advise.  Tutors meet with their tutees twice 
a week to discuss progress and achievements, areas for improvement and any pastoral issues that require 
guidance and consideration.

St. Ed’s has an active Divisional (House) system promoting inter-year group friendships, fun and camaraderie.  
There are four Divisions:  Clive, Nelson, Scott and Wellington.  Every pupil is assigned to a Division for 
the duration of their prep school life and each Division also has appointed staff members who will do 
anything for Divisional victory!  Our children are very loyal to their Division and popular events in the 
school calendar include inter-divisional competitions such as debating, music, sport galas, art and of course 
the infamous annual pancake race!  Our Divisional system underpins our close-knit prep family and helps 
develop long lasting friendships.

“My daughter moved to St. Ed’s in Form 2 and since then has blossomed.  The fabulous 
pastoral care combined with their holistic approach to education means that she has 

grown in confidence which is clearly reflected in her friendships and achievements.”  
Current Form 4 Parent
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Sport
Thanks to our location nestled within 40 acres of Surrey countryside, St. Edmund’s sporting facilities 
include a 9-hole golf course, numerous field pitches, a cross-country running course, a heated indoor 
swimming pool and a floodlit all-weather sports pitch, and a  multi-use sports hall which will be opening 
in 2020.  

Many of our pupils play sport at County and National level and our team of enthusiastic and skilled 
coaches spur our girls and boys on to achieve their best. Sport is a most enjoyable part of school life, and 
we take seriously the teaching of skills in a wide variety of sports, with pupils having the opportunity to 
play games, matches or attend activities on a daily basis.

For boys in our prep school, the major winter team sports are rugby, football and hockey, while cricket 
and athletics are their major summer sports. For our prep school girls, netball and hockey are the main 
winter sports, with cricket, rounders and athletics in the summer term.  They have sport and/or activities 
every day of the week including a match afternoon, (Wednesdays for Forms 5 and 6 and Thursdays for 
Forms 3 and 4.)  Furthermore, our girls and boys have opportunities to pursue an array of other sports 
and activities during lunch time and after school clubs through the week, including tennis, judo, triathlon, 
golf, run club and swim squad.

At St. Ed’s, we believe it is just as important for our pupils to improve and increase their skills and fitness 
on the sports field as it is to develop their knowledge and wisdom in the classroom – a healthy body, a 
healthy mind.

Music & Drama
Music There is no doubt that St. Ed’s has an outstanding reputation for music. The music department 
is thriving with approximately 140 instrumental lessons taking place each week alongside the regular class 
music lessons, theory lessons, ensembles and choirs. Due to the number of children involved in music, 
there are normally three or four concerts per term at which parents can watch and listen to the children 
performing. Over the past few years our choirs have sung at top venues around the world including St. Mark’s 
Venice, Verona Cathedral and Barcelona Cathedral and in March this year (2019), our Chapel Choir won the 
Godalming Operatic Cup for overall Choir performance at the Godalming Festival.  We also ensure that our 
choirs sing regularly within the local community, especially at the neighouring residential homes.

The school offers tuition in singing and the majority of musical instruments. Most children go on to take 
Associated Board examinations in their chosen specialism. Various ensemble opportunities are available for 
the children including orchestra, wind band, rock group, and jazz group. Another popular option for children is 
lessons in Music Technology, a course based on composition and creation using computer based programmes.

Drama   Drama is a central part of life at St. Ed’s with all pupils studying drama as part of their timetable 
from Form 3 upwards.  With plenty of opportunities to perform, whether it is their class assembly or their 
“talent showcases”, our Prep school Drama helps the children to build up their self-confidence, develop 
strong communication skills and bolster their leadership skills.  For children in our prep school, they have 
the additional opportunity of performing in the annual Prep School Production as well as regular trips to 
Chichester Theatre and G-Live in Guildford.  Recent Prep school productions have included: Beauty and the 
Beast, Zeusical the Musical and Peter Pan to name a few.

“My teachers always make the lessons fun which really helps me learn.   
We do lots of practical activities too although I’m never too sure who enjoys 

them more, us or the teachers!”  
Current Form 6 Pupil



 ST. EDS PREP 98 ST. EDS PREP

Art & DT

Art  The spirit of our Art department is that all of our girls and boys should have the opportunity to 
experience as many different media as possible and in particular, to find an area in which they can excel, 
enjoy and most importantly, have fun.  Our Art studios are well equipped with a wide range of paints 
and mark-making materials as well as the equipment necessary for basic print-making, silk painting, batik, 
sculpture and ceramics.

The department’s aim is to develop a love of creating; to enjoy and learn from all aspects of the Art 
& Design process, from sketches to finished pieces and from all levels of ability. Our young artists are 
encouraged to develop a visual awareness and vocabulary so that they can learn to ‘see’ rather than 
look at the world around them.  As well as their timetabled lessons, our Art Clubs through the week are 
incredibly popular with boys and girls eager to extend their creative and artistic skills.

Design & Technology  DT becomes part of our curriculum from Form 3 and is centred on 
focussed practical tasks using a ‘design and make’ approach towards problem solving activities. Our Head 
of DT does not lack in fun and quirky design ideas, all of which the children embrace with superb amounts 
of enthusiasm.  Our fully equipped DT workshop includes everything a child needs for their designs as 
each project increases in complexity as they grow through the school.  Last year’s prep school DT projects 
included ‘pencil holders’, ‘fan powered cars’ and ‘mechanical animals’, not forgetting of course our Form 6 
bridge building design competition; created out of lego, can their bridge structure support the famous St. 
Ed’s Express from one side of the room to the other?!

School Life
School Life  The impact that an active involvement in all areas of school life can have on academic 
attainment should never be underestimated.  Skills developed through co-curricular activities at St. Ed’s 
are directly transferable to the academic arena; problem solving; working as a team; performing under 
pressure in front of an audience, all go towards preparing well-rounded and accomplished young people, 
ready to take on their next steps to seniors when the time comes.

Saturday Activities   Our relaxed Saturday Activities programme allows us to offer a range of 
co-curricular choices and experiences in addition to our weekly timetable.  Whether it is cookery, archery, 
laser-tag, climbing or art, our pupils have time to learn new skills.  To see a child who may be struggling in 
class during the week, make the perfect pizza on a Saturday works wonders for their confidence.

Boarding  St. Ed’s bespoke boarding provision enables our pupils to experience a little independence 
whether it is the occasional night or perhaps a couple of regular mid-week nights per week or per term.  
The emphasis is entirely on leaving parents and pupils free to choose.  Our legendary themed boarding 
nights take place two or three times a term and not surprisingly, they prove to be one of the many 
highlights of life at St. Ed’s!  Themes include ‘Harry Potter’, ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ and not forgetting of 
course the notorious ‘Great Escape’!

Opportunities to learn outside the classroom  Alongside the academic curriculum, 
considerable provision is made in our weekly timetable to provide a wide range of other opportunities for 
our girls and boys in the prep school.  Forms 3 and 4 enjoy a Learning Outside the Classroom session each 
week which can see them creating van Gogh’s Starry Night out of leaves and sticks found in our woods, 
maintaining the school’s Hedgehog houses to learning about the process of erosion thanks to the many 
hills on our campus!  As well as this, all of our prep school children have the opportunity to get involved 
in a whole host of clubs and activities including:

■ Extra Sport Training Clubs ■ Art Club  ■ Drama Club ■ Swim Squad ■ Run Club ■ Street Dance
■ Natural History Club ■ Girls Football ■ Golf ■ Tennis ■ Judo ■ DT Club



10 ST. EDS PREP

The School Day
Our prep school children can arrive at school from 7.45 am with all form groups welcomed into their 
classrooms at 8.15 am.  Registration is promptly at 8.30 am whereupon the children either attend assembly, 
Chapel or tutor time.  For children in our prep school, their timetable runs to 5.30 pm every day with an 
optional finish time of 4.30 pm if preferred.  During 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm the children can either sign up 
for the many after school clubs and sporting activities, or they may choose to attend Prep to ensure their 
homework is done and dusted before home time!  Our fleet of school buses depart at 5.30 pm Monday 
to Thursday and at 4.30 pm on Fridays, however, recognising that our parents have busy lives, our children 
may also extend their day and sign up for the Supper Club where they receive a light supper or snack with 
collection at 6.15 pm.  

“The fact that my son runs eagerly into school every morning with  
a big smile on his face, is proof to me that St. Ed’s, with all of the fun  

and opportunity it affords, is completely the right school for us.”  
Current Form 3 Parent



ST. EDMUND’S SCHOOL
PORTSMOUTH ROAD HINDHEAD SURREY GU26 6BH
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